Stowey Bears — A parents guide on how we learn

Here at Stowey Bears we use several forms and ways of learning with your child, as no
child learns in the same way we adapt for all. Our planning, next steps and
assessments are based on all our areas of learning.




ITMP (in the moment planning) — This basically means we may plant a seed, or put activities out, or
children choose — and we watch, observe (mostly) and intervene to cover a learning objective or extend the
learning that’s happening. This can happen with all types of activities, we plan in that moment, if the
children steer the learning we adapt and follow and empower the learning

Outdoor Space — Our outdoor area has several different areas, ranging from construction site, park, nature
reserve, tool bench, art area, literacy, maths resources. The whole outdoor is such an enabling environment
for all types of learning and the staff are quick to recognise these and expand and encourage exploration
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Next steps and Assessments — We are continually observing the children and planning their next steps to
learning, we have to witness all areas of learning more than once to know it is fully embedded. We like to
work with our parents as partners and relay on you passing on information and milestones, to help with our
planning. We do 2-year-old checks which is a statutory requirement, and constantly check and track our
children to ensure that we are providing the correct activities and stimulation for them.
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Letters and sounds — Phase 1

It is broken up into 7 aspects the first 3 being General sounds and discrimination, they all encourage
children tuning in and listening to sounds.

Aspect 1 — Environmental — We encourage this by doing listening walks, drumming of different objects
and making different sounds. Comparing sounds, Sound lotto

Aspect 2 - Instrumental — Using instruments and noise makers, Comparing sounds, and matching
sounds

Aspect 3 — Body percussion — singing songs, rhymes with actions. Listening to music, following the beats
and repeating beats

Aspect 4 — Rhythm and rhyme — Rhyming stories, rhyming bingo, clapping syllables, finding the odd word
out,

Aspect 5- Alliteration - Initial sounds of words, playing sound | Spy, matching and grouping initial sounds
of objects,

Aspect 6 — Voice sounds — Using sounds like going down a slide weeee, quiet shhh, a snake sssss, a
bouncing ball boing boing. Using mirrors to watch that our mouths are making the same shape as adult’s
mouths as we say words. Dancing tongue moving our tongue in different ways making different shapes, up
down side etc. (children who struggle with speech really benefit from the voice sounds)

Aspect 7 — Oral Blending and segmenting — This is basically what it says we sound out words and the
children try to put them together e.g. c-a-t- cat, t-o-p we then can make it more complicated by using longer
words but we break down the sounds not the letters so sheep becomes sh-ee-p boat b-oa-t

We feel | that children learn best through play,

they also learn more efficiently if we intervene at the correct time
and we ask questions rather than supplying answers.
We use the words HOW? WHAT?, WHICH? WHY?
And positive words like WELL DONE, GREAT JOB, GOOD TRY,

We also use the power of the word YET, i.e. you cannot do it YET,
let’s give it another go.

All these words are very empowering for children and promote

positive thinking, Can do attitude and Wellbeing.




